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- Make toys that go zoom
Tape together green plants
Welcome with a wreath
Branch out to make trees
Feed the birds
Decorate for Thanksgiving
Design a deer pillow
And much more!
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Don Hiltner of Don Thomas Designs devel-

oped his own innovative technique to create
beautiful miniature rugs and wall hangings.

By Kim Carlson

stitch 1 tume saves nine,” gocs
the old Gamilar saving. If that's
the case, how many are saved
paith thousands of satche
per inch?! Don Hiltner woukd be the
penson to ask, Don designs miniature
rugs and wall hangings for dollhouses,
rooe boxes, or to be framed as hife-size
wall art. His beautiful creations contain
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thousands of stiaches
Doa has been designing and
handcrafting fine collectible maniature
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rupy, carpets, anxd wall hangings
professionally through Doa Thoeas
Designs for over five years, but his
passion and love for miniatuses and regs
started long before that. In grade schood
Don created mintature models of vanoes
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itemas, includang a suspension beadge out
of cardboand and string, “As | recall
Don sayy, *1 was very impressed with
my creaton and yet | dada’ thick anyone
would bebeve that | had made it myself *
Interestingly, has interest 1 rugs alwo

ROy back to has childhood, *When | was
ten or eheven years old, | had hooked

my first ke scale rug from a k" ke
recalls. “I remember finding great solace
in the creative process of making this
rug, which was hike a special blanket that

FIGHT. Hooked rug of woman holding &
10805 vase, 4" x 5"
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He creates rug designs that ase
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Although his hrst handcnfted miniature
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As an adult, Doa's interest in rugs out of scale for what he desared, he was . . ’
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started abowt the same nme that he ncvertheless prowd of his ¢reaticn o '
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rediscovered munsatures. *It was through Doa started out dosng hus rugy
my own desare 10 recreate 2 sunutuse the traditsons] minstuse way such
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rug of an old Amencan Indun rug that | s usang hand embeosdery. “bunka,
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had found pactused in 2 book.” savs Don *ncedle punch ™ and then Freach kaoes ADOVE: Frort and back views fnset) of &
“1 recall adapting ths demgn 1o my own However, he was Jookang for a kess time Wilkam Morris desion knotied rug, 4 12" »
king, all the whle paying very carcful consuming method of crafting ki rugs, 212
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Doa sells his preces tl FOURh s tume. “This '-.r:-‘_',v\ me busy,” he ('\,':l ny,
webnate, 3t some bocal retad] businesaes, adding that "at thes time, 1 peeter w0

niature shows in California Kecp my process secret.” Not content
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dodary, Cepenchiag on the amount of Gificrent tochmques, as well as now and
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etaul in the dosagn o well a3 the stz exciting stykes and designs. He hopes to
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{the rug. “When | first started out, desagn and Create some Lirger mintature
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awise | was emotionally attached to As to the value and ;\'J.: 3

" be admizs, *Now I'm thrlled and  muinaatures, Don 1 very articulate
1 when a prece sells!™ *These uni W tokens '-.'r-‘x.rr rly
¢t Goeng workshops at ths chent fond but perbaps bag-forgotten
s career, in part because the memones from another era, alk wIng us
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our own ndnvadual view of the work!
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Don Thomas Designs
Los Angeles, CA
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